244 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

ture, artificial colonizing, artificial war. It i$
shooting at a mark because there are no enemies
to shoot at; it is keeping the muscles hard and
the nerves steady, and the head, heart and body
under control, by a subterfuge, now thai the real
necessity has passed. And though Ihcvo are,
perhaps, higher and belter tests of patience and
self-control and courage than are required at foot-
ball, hunting, or golf, there Is certainly no belter
preparation to bear those tests than the schooling
one gets by playing these games.

There is, of course, another side to this ques-
tion, that no one can afford to overlook. There
is a marked difference between a game played
for training or diversion and a game played as
a business and for a salary. That is no longer
sport but business, and there is nothing more
degrading than to give all one's time and energy
to the lighter, or to the physical, side uf life*
That is not training or diversion, but merely u
debauchery of brutality* Soeiejty is good, sport
is good, novel reading is good as a diversion or a
rest from more serious matters, but any one of
them taken up as a business, as a vocation, wakes
but a sad return to its devotee. Sport as a pro-
fession, I quite agree, breeds more bullies, boast-
ers and tricksters than anything else I can name.

Sport, too, even in the hands of amateurs, may